PART I. 
AN ELEMENTARY INTRODUCTION 

TO THK 

TAITA LANGUAGE. 



SAG ALL A. DIALP]CT. 



THE ALPHABET. 



The vocal sounds contained in tlie Sagalla dialect 
may be repi'esented by letters which may be divided 
into four groups — (1) simple vowels, (2) blended 
vowels, (3) simple consonants, (4) blended consonants, 

I'hcse groups are shown in the following tables : — 

SIMPLE CONS. BLENDED CONS. 

r>, D, 'A ^, <^, Ch, Ly, 

'a, H, J, K, L, Ng\ Sh 

M, N, P, R, S, 
T, Y, W, Y, 
Z. 

These letters are pronounced as follows : — 

A is pronounced as a in father, Aha^ father. 
B „ & „ hore^ Bigati, blood. 

Ch ,, cA ,, chisel^ Chuchu, a dog. 

1) „ d ,, dancBj Ku-dea, to do, 

'D 'Ball, wilful, 

E ,, ea ,, siceaTy Kii-gema, to vswear. 
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F is proiiouuoeU 


asy in Jire, 


Fisi, a hyena. 


G 


g y> gold, 


Ku-gala, to go. 


'G 




Fgana, a hundred. 


H 


h ,, harpf 


Ku-hawa, to give. 




(always aspirated.) 


1 


i ill machine^ 


, Ku'ita, to pass. 


<J 


j „jump, 


Ku-jika, to descend. 


K 


k ,, kh(d^ 


Kiiuhi, a thing. 


1^ 


I „ lijt. 


Ku-kya, to refuse. 


Ly 




Ku-lya, to eat. 


M 


VI ,, magic, 


.¥a/^, riches. 


^^ 


n ,, natiie^ 


Kunasa, to join. 


N?^-' 


'ny „ 5ri/.r/, 


Niforuhe, an ox. 


O 


,, cornet, 


Ku-oga, to wash. 


P 


V „p'ii, 


Ku'kujmla, to 
empty. 


K 


9' ., r^^<-, 


Ku-rasha, to scold. 


S 


tS' ,j sea. 


Kti-sela, to walk. 


Sh 


s/i* J, s/il/i/i-, 


Kit-shaia, to love. 


T 


< „ tree. 


Ku-tima, to 

measure. 


I^ 


00 ,,fool,^ 


Ffdii, ti'uth. 


V 


V „ virgin, 


Vi'iijl'fry things. 


w 


w „ way. 


ITft/tf/w, men. 


V 


y ,> z/e«) 


lei?/, ours. 


^ 


;2; ,, zebra, 


^^Vaf, bury. 


Ai 




//«v*, negative in 
answer to a ques- 
tion. 


All 




j>Vm, inch' 


Ei 




Ku-Leila, to dun. 


Oi 




iroi, interjection 

of surprise ! 



'J'he proper sounds of '/>, '6', and Zy can only be 
got fiom the natives. The two latter are peculiar to 
the Sagalla dialect. 



SAGALLA DIALECT. i 

There are also compound consonants which require 
notice. M may precede any consonant, in which case 
its vowel is suppressed ; it is sounded as jn in 
whimper, if the syllables may be divided thus, 
wh'irmper — 

Mhda, a nose. 
N may precede the consonants 67i, Z>, 6', J, Vv", Yy 
and Z ; its vowel is then suppressed, as n in linger, il' 
the syllable niay be thus divided, li-mjer — 
JVjala, hunger. 
No consonant can end a word except J/, Ng\ iV. 
In Swahili many words end with two vowels. In 
many instances a consonant has been dropped ; in 

iect these consonants 

SAGALLA. 

sikiki. 
mbula. 
/uThgida, 
kimMla. 

lela. 
lelo, 

THE AOOENT. 

The accent is invariably on the last syllable bni 
one. 

When two vowels come together tliey are usually 
pronounced as close vowels, in which case the accent 
is thrown buck to the first of these vowels, as kii-leildf 
to dun. 

When a sufHx is used the accent is moved so as to 
be on the last syllable but one. 

There are but few monosyllabic words in the Sagalla 
dialect. 



such words in 
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are restored. 






SWAHILI. 


Hear 


sikia 


Nose 
Open 
Run 


fungua 
kimbia 


Bring up 


lea 


To-day 


leo 
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